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SHAILOS L’CHAZARA
Review Questions

Likkutei Sichos Vol. 1
לקוטי שיחות · חלק א

Parshas Ki Sisa
פרשת כי תשא

2 sichas in this booklet
Sicha 1: A Coin of Fire!  ·  p. 178, §§1–10

Sicha 2: Stop Limping Between Two Opinions!  ·  p. 183, §§11–17

Name:                                                                                                                                                                          

Class:                                                                                                                                                                    

★ easy   ★★ medium   ★★★ harder
Each sicha has questions, a true chassidishe story, and a lesson for you.
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S I C H A  1  O F  2   ·   V O L .  1   ·   P .  1 7 8   ·   § § 1 – 1 0   ·   S H A B B O S  S H E K A L I M  5 7 1 7

A Coin of Fire!
זה יתנו

Likkutei Sichos vol. 1, Parshas Ki Sisa, p. 178ff, sections 1–10. From a sicha of Shabbos Parshas Shekalim 5717 
(1957).
The point: Moshe couldn’t see how money could be a “ransom for the soul”, so Hashem showed him
a coin of fire from under the Kisei HaKavod. A coin has the same value for everyone (shov, kabbalas 
ol); fire rises (ratzo, excitement); the Kisei HaKavod is Hashem covering His light so creatures can 
receive it. The goal is a “coin of fire”: kabbalas ol with fire, which comes from the essence of the 
soul, which stays whole even in sin, and so it atones. That explains the halachos of the half shekel. 
Today it is tzedakah before davening: giving your hard-earned “fire” with kabbalas ol, and warmly.

Name:                                                                                                                                                Date:                                                                  

Q U E S T I O N S     ★ easy   ★★ medium   ★★★ harder

1. ★  What does the Yerushalmi say about “zeh yitnu”?

2. ★★  According to Tosafos, what was hard for Moshe? What question remains?

3. ★★  What is the difference between a coin and goods worth money?

4. ★★  How is fire different from the other elements?
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5. ★★★  How can “kisei” (covering) and “kavod” (honor, which comes from revelation) go 
together?

6. ★★  What two feelings does the Kisei HaKavod awaken?

7. ★★  How are fire and coin ratzo and shov? Why is shov equal for all?

8. ★★★  What is the goal of a “coin of fire”, and where does it come from?
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9. ★★  How does this answer Moshe’s question?

10. ★★  Explain the halachos: the rich don’t add, only coins, only korbanos tzibbur, only the 
adanim.

11. ★★  What takes the place of the half shekel today, and why before davening?

12. ★★★  How is tzedakah a “coin of fire”?
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A  C H A S S I D I S H E  S T O R Y

Forty-Three Rubles
When Rabbi Zvi Elimelech of Dinov, later known as the Bnei Yissaschar, was ten years old, his
father took a job as a teacher in a distant town and spent the winter at a Jewish-owned inn.

That  winter  was  bitter.  During  a  week-long snowstorm,  three  half-frozen  Polish  peasants
knocked at the door. Together they didn’t have enough for even one night, so the innkeeper
shut the door on them. The shocked teacher protested. “Do you want to pay for them?” the
innkeeper shrugged. To his surprise, the teacher agreed. The storm went on, and the peasants
stayed two weeks at his expense.

Before Pesach the teacher came to settle up. The innkeeper owed him 40 rubles for teaching
his children; the teacher owed 43 for the peasants. “Bring the three rubles after Yom Tov,” said
the innkeeper.

The teacher couldn’t bring himself to go home empty-handed, so he sat in shul learning. His
son found him and begged him to come see the new Pesach clothes his mother had bought, on
credit.

On the way home a coach rattled past, and a parcel fell off the back. The father ran after it but
couldn’t catch it; the bag had no marks, so by halachah he could keep it. Inside were exactly 43
rubles.

At the Seder, when young Zvi Elimelech opened the door for Eliyahu HaNavi, he called out:
“Father, the coachman is here!” But no one was there.
Source: Hershel Finman, “Forty-Three Rubles” (chabad.org), told by a disciple of the Bnei Yissaschar

Think: How was the teacher’s giving a “coin of fire” (§10)?

T H E  L E S S O N  F O R  Y O U

Do the kabbalas ol things with fire. Give tzedakah before davening, from money you worked 
for, and give warmly.

For example: You drop a coin in the pushka half-asleep. Tomorrow, put in a coin from your 
babysitting money before Hodu, and give the collector at the door a warm “Good morning!” 
with it.

My turn: My “coin of fire” this week:
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S I C H A  2  O F  2   ·   V O L .  1   ·   P .  1 8 3   ·   § § 1 1 – 1 7   ·   S H A B B O S  K I  S I S A  5 7 1 7

Stop Limping Between Two Opinions!
עד מתי אתם פוסחים על שתי הסעיפים

Likkutei Sichos vol. 1, Parshas Ki Sisa, p. 183ff, sections 11–17. From a sicha of Shabbos Parshas Ki Sisa 5717 
(1957).
The point: Eliyahu asked, “How long will you limp between two opinions?” and not “how long will 
you serve Baal?” Avodah zarah began with honoring the stars for the blessings that pass through 
them: worship for self- interest. Limping (doubt, or believing in Hashem and also something else) is 
in many ways worse: it’s harder to do real teshuvah, it shows spirituality doesn’t matter to him, and 
a believer who does it leads many astray. Today it looks like putting the Shulchan Aruch on the shelf
“just for now” for parnassah, honor or “what will people say”. The call: do teshuvah, “double”, and 
say together “Hashem hu haElokim”.

Name:                                                                                                                                                Date:                                                                  

Q U E S T I O N S     ★ easy   ★★ medium   ★★★ harder

1. ★  What did Eliyahu say on Har HaCarmel? What is the question?

2. ★★  How could Jews, believers and children of believers, serve avodah zarah?

3. ★★  So what is the root of avodah zarah?
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4. ★★  What are the two kinds, avodah zarah and “limping”?

5. ★★★  Why is the one who limps worse when it comes to teshuvah? Give two reasons.

6. ★★  In what way is he worse regarding others?

7. ★★  Is this still relevant today?

8. ★★  What does “limping” look like today?
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9. ★★  What happens to the extra money earned that way?

10. ★★★  Why is it in many ways worse than avodah zarah? Give three reasons.

11. ★★  What is the call of the haftorah for us?
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A  C H A S S I D I S H E  S T O R Y

Shabbos or the Game?
Reuben Bezaquen had spent fifteen years working toward professional baseball. He had been
keeping Shabbos for five months and kosher for four when his team’s first away game of the
season fell on Shabbos. He felt backed into a corner. “I wanted to believe that I could have it
all,” he wrote, “that I could hold onto professional baseball and my faith without losing either.”
He went and played.

During the game a ball slammed into his mitt and pain shot up his arm; his wrist was badly
hurt. On the bus home he opened his siddur, though he barely knew where to look, and tears
came. “Please, G-d,” he begged, “I’ll never play on Shabbos again.”

At the dinner stop the coach was paying, as always, and nothing was kosher. Before he knew it,
he had ordered a grilled chicken sandwich. Then he sat facing it for more than ten minutes.
“What am I doing? This isn’t right.” Finally he pushed the tray to his teammate: “All yours.”

His baseball season was over. At first he thought Hashem was punishing him. Later he saw it
differently:  “It  wasn’t  punishment,  but  guidance  towards  a  decision  I  didn’t  yet  have  the
strength to make on my own.” A year later he wrote: all 52 Shabbosos had come and gone, and
he hadn’t missed a single one.
Source: Reuben Bezaquen, “The Day I Chose Shabbat and Kosher Over My Baseball Career” (chabad.org)

Think: How was Reuben “limping between two opinions” (§§13, 16)? What made his teshuvah 
real?

T H E  L E S S O N  F O R  Y O U

Don’t “limp”: no Shulchan Aruch on the shelf “just for now” because of friends, honor or what 
people say. Be the same Yid everywhere.

For example: At a friend’s party everyone orders from a pizza place that isn’t kosher, and you’ll 
look “weird”. Bring your own, and say proudly why.

My turn: Where I’ll stop “limping” and stand firm:
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