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1 sicha in this booklet
Sicha 1: All Your Days: Bring Moshiach! - Shabbos Shemos, §§1-2
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Class:

* easy % medium %% harder
Each sicha has questions, a true chassidishe story, and a lesson for you.
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SICHA 1 - SEFER HASICHOS 5752 - §§1-2 - SHABBOS SHEMOS, 21 TEVES

All Your Days: Bring Moshiach!

NYYND NINOY NXXAND
Sefer HaSichos 5752 vol. 1, sicha of Shabbos Parshas Shemos, 21 Teves 5752 (1991), the day after the Rambam’s
yahrzeit. Sections as in the Sichos in English edition (vol. 51).
The point: The names of the shevatim going down to Mitzrayim are linked to the Geulah: they kept
their names, and galus is a stage toward Geulah. Remember Yetzias Mitzrayim by day, at night
(galus) and in Moshiach’s days, because “all the days of your life” are to bring Moshiach. Rabbi Elazar
ben Azariah, Nasi at eighteen, looked seventy and let more students in: Geulah within the night. The
Rambam, who wrote in Egypt, gives a taste of the Geulah: learn his works daily.

Name: Date:

QUESTIONS *easy ** medium %% harder

1. The Midrash says the names of the shevatim in “Ve’eileh shemos” are mentioned in
connection with the Geulah. Why is that difficult?

2. %% What does the second opinion in the Midrash say, and what do both opinions teach?

3. % Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah said, “I am like seventy years old.” What did Rashi explain
about this?

4. ** What does Yetzias Mitzrayim mean spiritually, and what are the three times we must
remember it?
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5. *%xx Why will we remember Yetzias Mitzrayim even in the days of Moshiach, though that
Geulah will be greater?

6. ** “Lehavi yemos haMashiach” literally means “to bring the days of Moshiach.” What two
things does it teach?

7. %% Why, on the day he became Nasi, did Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah learn about Yetzias
Mitzrayim? Why did he look seventy?

8. * %% Rabban Gamliel let in only students whose “inside was like their outside”; Rabbi
Elazar ben Azariah removed the guard. Why the difference?

9. ** How do the beginning and end of Shas and Mishnayos connect to this?
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10. ** How is the Rambam connected with Yetzias Mitzrayim and the Geulah?

11. % What is “all that is missing” today, in the Frierdiker Rebbe’s words?

12. *x What practical hachlatah does the sicha ask for?

A CHASSIDISHE STORY
A Name on a Little Piece of Paper

A woman from France who had started coming back to her Jewish roots came to the Rebbe for
yechidus. Her parents had never given her a Jewish name, and one of her requests was that the
Rebbe choose one for her.

The Rebbe answered: “Your French name is Jacqueline. That is the feminine of Jacques, and
Jacques is like the Hebrew Yaakov. You should take the name Yaakovah.”

She thanked him, but the Rebbe sensed she was a little worried. “You don’t understand
Hebrew,” he said. “Don’t worry, I'll write it down for you so you won't forget.” The Rebbe wrote
“Yaakovah” on a small piece of paper and handed it to her.

She treasured the gift. She had the paper encased, and wore it as a pendant around her neck.
Source: Eli & Malka Touger, To Know and to Care, vol. 2, “Unveiling Hidden Treasures” (Sichos in English)

Think: Why did the Yidden in Mitzrayim deserve to be redeemed, according to the second
opinion in the Midrash, and how does the story connect?
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THE LESSON FOR YOU

Keep your Jewish identity, your name, your language and your way, even in galus. And live
every day “to bring Moshiach™ go beyond your limits a little each day, and learn Rambam.

For example: At a sports camp, the counselor calls you by an English nickname. Politely tell him
your real name. And start the daily Rambam (Sefer HaMitzvos is easy) this week.

My turn: My Rambam track, and the time I'll learn it:
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