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Review Questions

Sefer HaSichos 5752
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Parshas Mishpatim
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2 sichas in this booklet

Sicha 1: “Through You, Israel Will Be Blessed” - 22 Shvat talks
Sicha 2: From Damages to Redemption - Shabbos Mishpatim, §1

Name:

Class:

* easy % medium %% harder
Each sicha has questions, a true chassidishe story, and a lesson for you.



7702

SICHA 1 OF 2 - SEFER HASICHOS 5752 - EVE OF 22 SHVAT & NIGHT FOLLOWING 22
SHVAT

“Through You, Israel Will Be Blessed”

YNV 79322 73
Sefer HaSichos 5752 vol. 1: the sichos of the eve of 22 Shvat (the yahrzeit of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka) and the
night following 22 Shvat 5752 (1992). Sections as in the Sichos in English edition (vol. 51).
The point: 22 = “becha yevarech Yisrael”: through you blessing reaches every Jew, and each good
deed starts a chain without end. Hashem will wipe away “dimah” (tears, 119) to reach 120, a
complete life, like Moshe; every Jew has a spark of Moshe. Each yahrzeit the soul rises
immeasurably higher, and this soul, after whom so many girls are named, will lead the way at
Techiyas HaMeisim. The next night: go beyond the Ten Commandments to the “eleven” (the
encompassing powers, the yechidah, pnimiyus haTorah, “asher tasim” = treasure), fused together.
The Menorah, one piece with seven branches, is the unity of the Jewish people; even the gid
hanasheh will show its good side.

Name: Date:

QUESTIONS *easy ** medium %% harder

1. * What does the number 22 hint to?

2. %% How does “Hashem will wipe away tears from every face” connect to 120?

3. %% How does this apply to every Jew? What is the connection to “olam”™?
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* % How is the yahrzeit connected to the parsha of Matan Torah?
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* Which soul is meant, and what was asked of everyone?

** What does “achad asar yom meChorev” teach after Matan Torah?

* % What are 21 and 22°?

** How are Yisro and Mishpatim ten and eleven?
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9. %% How do the “seven books” of Torah connect to the Menorah?
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10. *** Will the gid hanasheh still be forbidden in the Geulah?

11. % What resolutions were asked for?
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A CHASSIDISHE STORY
“They Are All Our Children”

In 1983 Dr. Alan Newmark, a podiatrist raised in a secular home, opened a practice in Crown
Heights. One day he was called to treat a “Mrs. Schneerson” at 1304 President Street: a warm,
regal lady of about 85, who served him cake and tea. Only the next day did his secretary explain
that he had treated Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka, the Rebbe’s wife.

On his next visit he apologized: “If I had known who you were, I'd have worn a yarmulke for
you.” “You should wear a yarmulke for you, not for me,” she answered.

They became friendly. When she heard he was dating but not Jewish girls, she said gently,
“Take your time... Promise me that when you marry, you'll marry a nice Jewish girl. All will be
well.”

Once he blurted out how sorry he was that she had no children. She looked surprised: “All the
people in this community are our children. We are responsible for a lot of people.”

Years after her passing, Dr. Newmark visited Eretz Yisrael, kissed the ground and resolved
never to work on Shabbos again. In 1999 he went to her resting place: “Mrs. Schneerson, I need
to get married.” Two months later he met Leah, the woman he married.

Source: Alan Newmark, “They Are All Our Children” (chabad.org)

Think: How did the Rebbetzin live “becha yevarech Yisrael”? How did her blessing keep going
after her passing (Eve of 22 Shvat)?

THE LESSON FOR YOU

Through you, others are blessed: one good word or deed starts a chain that never ends. Be a
source of blessing for every Jew.

For example: A new boy in class sits alone at lunch. Sit with him, invite him for Shabbos; who
knows where that one kindness will lead?

My turn: Someone I'll be a “brachah” for this week:
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SICHA 2 OF 2 - SEFER HASICHOS 5752 - §1 - SHABBOS MISHPATIM, MEVARCHIM
ADAR 1

From Damages to Redemption

DYVIVNN NN
Sefer HaSichos 5752 vol. 1, sicha of Shabbos Parshas Mishpatim, 27 Shvat 5752 (1992), Shabbos Mevarchim Adar
I. (The main theme, disarmament as “swords into plowshares”, is in a separate essay.) Sections as in the Sichos
in English edition (vol. 51).
The point: Mishpatim’s laws are in Seder Nezikin, “one tractate’, and the three “Bavos” are the three
galuyos. Bava Kama and Bava Metzia open with damage and dispute, but Bava Basra opens with
partners who choose to protect each other (building a wall, the Beis HaMikdash) and ends with
wisdom, the Geulah. Peace, unity and kindness, like the free loans of Mishpatim, bring the Geulah.
The days lead there too: 25 (“koh tevarchu’, blessing with love), 26 (Hashem’s Name, “shivisi’), 27
(“zach’, pure oil). Shabbos Mevarchim Adar: the moon’s renewal, and redemption joined to
redemption, “miyad”.

Name:; Date:

QUESTIONS % easy ** medium %% harder

1. % Where are the laws of Mishpatim found in the Mishnah?

2. %% How are Nezikin and the three Bavos connected to galus?

3. % %% What s the difference between Bava Basra and the first two?
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* % What brings the Geulah, and how is it in Mishpatim?
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* What event that evening did the Rebbe encourage?

% What is the 25th of the month connected to?

% And the 26th and 27th?

** What does Shabbos Mevarchim Adar add?

*x What does “miyad” hint to?
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10. » What was the main theme of that farbrengen?

A CHASSIDISHE STORY
A Gemach for All of New York

Rabbi Yochanan Gordon was the gabbai of the shul in 770 and ran a gemach, a free-loan fund,
set up in the days of the Frierdiker Rebbe. Every year, before Shabbos Parshas Mishpatim, the
parsha that says “when you lend money”, he presented a report of the gemach’s income and
expenses.

In the winter of 1950, a few weeks after the Frierdiker Rebbe’s passing, Rabbi Gordon brought
the report to the Rebbe. He was surprised by the answer: “Can this be considered a gemach
prepared to meet the needs of the Jewish community in New York?”

“We have a Rebbe with a broad vision who will demand much from us,” Rabbi Gordon told his
fellow chassidim. And so it was. Years later, after reading another annual report, the Rebbe
asked why a gemach that was created to lend money had so much cash sitting in reserve.

Source: Eli & Malka Touger, “A Fund for the Entire Jewish Community of New York”, To Know and to Care
(Sichos in English / chabad.org)

Think: Why did the Rebbe want a bigger gemach, with less money sitting still? How does that
connect to the Geulah (§1)?

THE LESSON FOR YOU

Turn “damages” into partnership: help, lend, and make peace. Kindness and unity bring the
Geulah.

For example: Start a class gemach of pens, calculators and a few dollars, and make sure it’s
always lent out, not sitting in a box.

My turn: My “gemach” or peace-making act this week:
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